























NUMBER LXXI. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





TuuRspDAY, May the gth, 1754. 





Ne fcuticd dignum horribilt feétére flagello. Hor. 


frequently remarked, that I have 
hitherto executed the office I have 
undertaken without any of that 





5) harfhnefs which may deferve the 
29 name of fatire, but on the contrary, 
with that gentle and good-humoured ridicule, which 
rather indicates the wifhes of paternal tendernefs, than 
the dictates of magifterial authority. My edicts carry 


with them nothing penal. After I have fpent five pa- 
: | ges 











426 THE WORLD. No. 71. 


ges out of fix to fhew that the ladies disfigure their per- 
fons, and the gentlemen their parks and gardens, by 
too much art, I make no other conclufion than by 
coolly informing them, that each would be more beau- 
tiful, if nature was lefs difguifed. 

A CERTAIN great traveller, happening to take Flo- 
rence in one of his tours, was much carefled and admi- 
red by the Great Duke. The variety of countries he 
had feen, and his vivacity in defcribing the cuftoms, 
manners, and chara¢ters of their inhabitants, rendered 
him’ highly entertaining. But it happened a little un- 
fortunately that he had taken a fancy to adopt one of 
the fafhions of the caft, that of wearing whifkers; which 
he did in the fulleft and largeft extent of the mode 
The Great Duke could by no means relifh this fathion; 
and as conftantly as he finifhed his fecond bottle, his 
difguft would break out, though never with greater 
harfhnefs than in the following words. ‘ Signor Gi- 
« ramondo, I am not duke of Tufcany while you wear 
“ thofe whifkers.” In like manner I fay, I am not 
Adam Fitz-Adam while the ladies wear fuch enormous 
hoops, fuch fhort petticoats, and fuch vaft patches near 
the left eye; or while gentlemen ruin their fortunes 
and conftitutions by play, or deform the face of nature 
by the fopperies of art. 

THE moderation of the duke of Tufcany, ~e with 
the help of a pair of {ciflars, might fo eafily have remo- 
ved the objet which at once offended and degraded 
him, is greatly to be preferred to the tyranny of Pro- 
cruftes, whofe delicate eye for proportion was apt to 
take fuch offence at an over-grown perfon, that he 
would order him to be fhortened to the juft ftandard, 
by cutting off his feet. But a tyrannical fyftem cannot 
be lafting : and violent meafures muft deftroy that har- 


mony 
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mony which: Iam. defitous fhould long fubfift between... 


me and thofe whom I have undertaken to govern, even 
were it probable that I could. carry, fuch, meafures ‘into 
execution., But nothing expofes weaknefs fo much.as 
threats which we are not able to enforce. It is told'us 
in the Acts “ that forty of the Jews: bound themfelves 
** under a curfe, that they would neither eat nor drink 
** till they had killed Paul.” We hear no more of thofe 
Jews, though the apoftle furvived their menaces. I 
flatter myfelf that I have:no lefs zeal. for the abolithing 
of folly and falfe tafte; yet I am fo far from uttering 
any fuch threats, that I very frankly confefs T intend to 
eat and drink as heartily as if there was no fuch thing 
as folly remaining in the world. My enemies, indeed, 
have been pleafed to throw out, that itis owing to my’ 
defire of continuing to- gtatify thofe appetites, that I 
have not long ago entirely fuppreffed all folly what- 
foever. They make no fcruple of afferting, that there 
would not have been fo much as 2 patch, pompon, 
or Chinefe rail remaining amongft us, if I had not 
thought proper to borrow a piece of policy from 
the rat-catchers, who fuffer a finall part of the vermin 
to efcape; that their trade may not be at an end. But 
I muft take the liberty of acquainting thefe gentle- 
men, that they know as little of me, -as of human na-’ 
ture: the chace after folly being like hunting’ witch ; 
if you run her down in one fhape, fhe ftarts up in ano- 
ther ; fo that there is 10 manner of danger'’ that’ the’ 
game will be deftroyed. And I'moft folemnly declare,” 
that wherever I have fee a. beautifull face, ‘of a fine 
garden, very grofsly deformed by injudi¢ious attempts. 
at amendment,. I have laboured ‘with: the greateft edrn- 
<a eftness 
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eftnefy to effect a refornyation: But where the conduct 
of my pupils, though fometimes faulty in itfelf, has been © 
harmlefs in it’s conféquences, I have conftantly forborn, | 
and will as‘conftantly forbear, an cfficious reprehenfion of 
it, ‘however difagreeable fuch forbearance may appear in 
the eyes of thefe gentlemen. 

Iris upon this plan that I have fupprefied innume- 
rable complaints from {plenetic and ill-humoured corref- 
pondents: as a.{pecimen of which complaints, i fhall. 


lay before my readers the beginnings of fome of their 
letters. 


SIR, ‘he os 

I am greatly offended at the inconfiftent behaviour of 
alady of my acquaintance. You fee ner in the morning 
at St. James’s church, and in the. evening at the play- 
houfe in Drury-Jane. One would think that either re- 
ligion fhould drive plays out of her head, or plays reli- 
gion. Pray, Mr. Fitz-Adam, tell her now abfurd 





SIR, 


_ J rRovuB Le you with this letter to make my complaints 
of a very great evil, and to defire your animadverfions 
upon it. I returned yefterday, from a month’s vifit to a 
family in the country, where, in every particular but one, 
we pafied our time as became reafonable beings. When 
the weather was good we walked abroad ; when bad, 
we amufed ourfelves within.doors either with entertaining 
converfation, or inftructive books. But it was the cuf- 
tom of the family (though in all other refpects very 
worthy people) conftantly to play at cards for a whole 


hour before fupper. Surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, this me- 
thod of killing time 





S13 R, 
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.1 am thocked : at the eel of the modern seit 
dee , Dotthe ladies intend to it afide all winters and 
go: inaked ne : 


’-Tuis is the manner. in which undiftinguifhing zeal 
treats things that are in themfelves indifferent :. for is it 
not matter of abfolute indifference whether a lady wears 
on her head a becoming ornament of clean lace, or her 
own hair? Or if there be. any preference, would it not’ 
be fhewn both from nature and experience to be on the 
fide of the hair? 


Num tu, que tenuit dives Achemenes, 
Aut pinguis Phrygia Mygdonias opes 


Permutare velis crine Licynia? . 


Horace, we fee, prefers a beautiful head of hair to 
the riches of a king. But I cannot help giving it as my 
opinion, that Licynia’s hair flowed ‘in natural ringlets, . 
without being tortured by irons, or confined by innu- 
merable pins. Yet though I have feen with patience the 
cap diminifhing to the fize of a patch, I have not with 
the fame unconcern obferved the patch enlarging itfelf 
to the fize of acap. It is with great forrow that I al- 
ready fee it in poffeffion of that beautiful mafs of blue 
which borders upon the eye. Should it encreafe on the 
fide of that exquifite feature, what an eclipfe have we to 


dread! But furely it is to be hoped the ladies will not 
give up that place to a plaifter, which the brighteft 
jewel in the univerfe would want luftre to fupply. 
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I rinp that I am almoft infenfibly got upon the only 
fubje&t which is likely to move my indignation, and 
carry: me beyond the bounds of that moderation which 
I have boafted of above. I fhall therefore conclude this 
paper with offering terms of compofition to thofe of my 
fair readets who are willing totreat with me. The firft 
is, that all thofe young ladies, who find it difficult to 
wean themfelves from patches all at once, thall be allowed 
to wear them, in what number, fize and figure they 
pleafe, on fuch parts of the body as are, or fhould be; 
moft covered from fight. The fecond (and I fhall offer 
no more) is, that any lady, who happens to prefer the 
fimplicity of fuch ornaments to the glare of her jewels, 
fhall, upon difpofing of the faid jewels for the benefit of 
the Foundling or any other hofpital, be permitted to wear 
(by way of publifhing her good deeds to the world) as 
many patches on her face as fhe has contributed hun- 
dreds of pounds to fo laudableabenefaction. By pur- 
fuing this method, the public will be benefited, and 
patches, though no ornament, will be an honour to 
the fex. 


. . ats ee: Pr oe Seer ree .% 
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